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Southern Illinois University Edwardsville Reaches Construction Milestone on 
New Health Science Building 

 
Edwardsville – Southern Illinois University Edwardsville (SIUE) leadership, the Illinois Capital 
Development Board (CDB), design-build firms Clayco + Poettker, and city and state officials 
gathered this morning to celebrate a significant construction milestone. A “final pour” ceremony 
marked the last structural concrete pour on the new $105 million health science building at the 
SIUE campus. 
 
During the event, attendees toured the 176,000 square foot building that will accommodate the 
School of Pharmacy and School of Nursing, and signed concrete columns that will be hidden 
within the walls of the building. 
 
“Through Rebuild Illinois, we’re making key infrastructure investments that create opportunities 
for Illinoisans across the state,” said Governor JB Pritzker. “Today’s milestone in the 
completion of the new SIUE Health Sciences Complex reflects our commitment to building 
world-class learning environments. This state-of-the-art facility will provide aspiring healthcare 
professionals with the tools and skills they need to succeed and lead in their field.” 

The scope of work involves constructing a three-story health science building that includes new 
academic classrooms, teaching and simulation laboratories, and administrative offices. 
Additionally, site circulation will be improved around the complex, two parking lots will be 
resurfaced, and several sidewalks will be connected for the campus community.  

“As the number one producer of bachelor’s degrees in the Metro East, SIUE is in uniquely 
positioned to power the workforce of today and define the workforce of tomorrow,” said 
Chancellor James T. Minor, PhD. “The SIUE students who will be trained in this building will 
be critical for advancing better healthcare outcomes for real people and real families in our 
region.”  
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The joint venture project team from Clayco + Poettker, in collaboration with the design firms 
Lamar Johnson Collaborative, Inc. and Christner, Inc, mobilized on site in spring 2023. The 
cohesive partnership has remained on schedule, with the health science center approaching 45% 
completion. The Illinois Capital Development Board (CDB) is overseeing the project’s design 
and construction in accordance with the protocol for state-appropriated projects.   
 
“CDB is excited to see construction advancing on the new health science building at SIUE,” said 
Capital Development Board Executive Director, TJ Edwards. “This transformational project 
will support students interested in the healthcare industry and provide opportunities for 
interdisciplinary partnerships, clinical training, and student research and collaboration.”  
 
Over the past 12 months, more than 8,000 cubic yards of concrete and 905 tons of rebar have 
been used during construction. Approximately 70 trades men and women are working at the 
project site each week, recording over 60,000 hours on the job. Substantial completion is 
expected in spring 2025. 
 
“This project has been a remarkable journey, and today’s ceremony signifies not just the 
progress the Clayco + Poettker team has made, but the commitment and collaboration of 
everyone involved,” said Elizabeth Zucker, President of Clayco’s St. Louis Business 
Unit.  “The SIUE Health Sciences Complex is set to become a beacon of innovation and 
learning, and we are thrilled to be a part of this transformative development and look forward to 
completing a space that will inspire future generations and support the pursuit of knowledge in 
the sciences." 
 
Governor Pritzker’s bipartisan Rebuild Illinois capital plan provides essential funding to support 
the revitalization and improvement of Illinois roadways, state facilities, universities, bridges, and 
railways over a six-year period. The initiative seeks to address critical infrastructure and 
economic opportunity.  
 

### 
   
 
About Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville provides students with a high-quality education that powerfully 
transforms the lives of all individuals who seek something greater. A premier metropolitan university, SIUE is 
creating social and economic mobility for individuals while also powering the workforce of the future. Built on the 
foundation of a broad-based liberal education, and enhanced by hands-on research and real-world experiences, the 
academic preparation SIUE students receive equips them to thrive in the global marketplace and make our 
communities better places to live.  Home to a diverse student body, SIUE is situated on 2,660 acres of beautiful 
woodland atop the bluffs overlooking the natural beauty of the Mississippi River’s rich bottomland and only a short 
drive from downtown St. Louis. 

About the Illinois Capital Development Board (CDB) 

The Illinois Capital Development Board (CDB) oversees the construction of new state facilities, such as prisons, 
state parks, mental health institutions, and college and university projects. In addition, CDB is responsible for 
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renovation and rehabilitation projects at over 8,770 state-owned buildings spread over more than 100 million 
square feet of floor space.   
 
About Clayco 
Clayco is a full-service, turnkey real estate development, master planning, architecture, engineering, and 
construction firm that safely and sustainably delivers the highest quality solutions to clients across North America 
on time, on budget, and above and beyond expectations. With $5.8 billion in revenue for 2023, Clayco specializes in 
the “art and science of building,” providing fast track, efficient solutions for industrial, commercial, institutional 
and residential-related building projects. For more information, visit www.claycorp.com. 
 
About Poettker Construction Company 
Established in 1980, Poettker Construction is an award-winning family-owned business specializing in construction 
management, design/build, general contracting and self-perform services with an emphasis to exceed the client’s 
expectations. Poettker Construction provides safe, quality, sustainable, and technology solutions to clients in the 
Education, Distribution, Government, Healthcare, Hospitality, Municipal, Recreation, Retail, and Utility industries. 
The company prides itself on building long-lasting relationships with their clients, business partners and the 
communities in which they work. For more information, visit www.poettkerconstruction.com. 
 
ABOUT LAMAR JOHNSON COLLABORATIVE (LJC) 
Lamar Johnson Collaborative (LJC) is a full-service, integrated architecture and design firm. LJC is committed to 
elevating the art and science of architecture and improving design delivery through collaboration. As an integrated 
design practice, the firm offers architecture, interior design, urban planning, landscape architecture, sustainability, 
and quality assurance services through offices in Chicago, Denver, Kansas City, Los Angeles, Phoenix, and St 
Louis. As a subsidiary of Clayco, a national design-build construction firm, LJC utilizes a full-service approach to 
inform design delivery, going beyond traditional quality assurance by ensuring benefits of the design-build delivery 
method in projects regardless of actual delivery method. 
  
Founded in 1999, LJC combines collective experiences to promote an inclusive culture, recognizing the true value 
of diversity and the synergy that it brings. For more information, visit www.theljc.com. 
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