
S
t
a
t
e
 
o
f
 
I
l
l
i
n
o
i
s

R
o
d
 
R
.
 
B
l
a
g
o
j
e
v
i
c
h
,

G
o
v
e
r
n
o
r

 Capital Needs Assessment Survey

P
ublic A

ct 93-0489 requires the S
tate B

oard of E
ducation and the C

apital D
evelopm

ent B
oard

to file a com
prehensive assessm

ent report of the capital needs of all Illinois school districts.

State of Illinois
School Construction Program

February, 2005
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9
building additions to ease overcrow

ded
schools.

It is reported that 110 school districts
are either a candidate for consolidation
or are considering it.

E
nrollm

ent increased in 235 school
districts, declined in 228 school dis-
tricts and rem

ained stable in 214
school districts.

N
early $ 2.2 billion is needed to build

122 new
 school buildings.

In 119 cases, school districts state that
their district w

ould need to exceed their
general obligation debt lim

it to finance
their capital needs over the next tw

o
years.
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To ease overcrow
ding, these districts

are using 1,036 tem
porary classroom

s.
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ents currently in progress.

A
t least $3.8 billion is needed for overall

general repair and rem
odeling projects in

17,722 school buildings.

T
he Illinois S

tate B
oard of E

ducation and the C
apital D

evelopm
ent B

oard are
required to assess school construction needs every tw

o years.  T
his report shares

results of a survey com
piled in January, 2004, in cooperation w

ith the R
egional

O
ffices of E

ducation, projecting needs through January 2006.

S
chool districts reported $6.7 billion in capital needs for new

 schools, building
additions and general repairs for elem

entary, secondary and unit school districts.
T

he w
ork needed is over and above the current w

ork in progress.  A
s reported in

the survey, m
any districts need to replace tem

porary classroom
s w

ith perm
anent

buildings.  O
thers need to update buildings to m

eet codes and standards.  S
ignifi-

cant findings of the survey include:
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H
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afety                         $1,676,348,671       $533,471,648        $2,209,820,319

G
eneral R
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odeling                563,069,787         254,579,700             817,649,487

                 R
epair of S
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         &
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laygound                               242,011,778           47,670,865            289,682,643

Technological U
pgrading                     102,617,648           52,687,698            155,305,346

A
sbestos A
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ent                             80,804,004           45,854,191           126,658,195

A
ccessibility M

easures                        58,798,050           44,425,090            103,223,140

E
nergy C

onservation                             41,390,415            29,175,023            70,565,438

S
chool S

ecurity M
easures                   53,763,673             15,594,411             69,358,084

$2,818,804,026
$1,023,458,626

$3,842,262,652
To

tals:

P
re-K

-8
H

ig
h

 S
ch

o
o

l
To

tals:

School District Reorganization

T
he estim

ated need for general renovation and repair w
ork is sum

m
arized in the table  below

.  T
hese

needs are projected through January 2006, and are over and above the w
ork currently in progress.

F
or further details - see A

ppendix A
.
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M
ore than 16%

 of the responding school districts (110) report that the district is a candi-
date for consolidation or is considering consolidation. In addition to the basic financial
m

otivations for reorganization, school size can m
ake a difference in both achievem

ent and
num

ber of course offerings.  F
rom

 F
Y

1984 to F
Y

2004 the num
ber of individual school

districts has decreased from
 1,011 to 888.

S
chool district reorganization is the um

brella term
 w

hich includes consolidation, annex-
ation, unit district conversion, high school deactivation and cooperative high school atten-
dance centers. C

onsolidation is the form
ation of a new

 district from
 tw

o or m
ore existing

school districts. A
nnexation is the dissolution of an existing district and its absorption by

another district or the detachm
ent of part of a district and subsequent annexation by an-

other district. Inform
ation regarding financial incentives for district reorganization is avail-

able at w
w

w
.isbe.state.il.us.
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T
he S

chool C
onstruction Law

 (P
ublic A

ct 90-548) w
as passed by the Illinois G

eneral
A

ssem
bly in D

ecem
ber 1997.  To date, the S

chool C
onstruction G

rant P
rogram

 has
benefited 497 school districts in every region of the state and has provided over $3.1
billion in state-funded grants to help local school districts.  T

he program
 em

phasis is on
projects that alleviate the shortage of classroom

 space due to population grow
th or aged

buildings.

T
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rogram

 has been a successful partnership, using local
and state m

atching funds to build 265 new
 schools and 3,172 renovations/additions,

resulting in 12,085 new
 classroom

s throughout the state. A
 list of these school districts is

available at w
w

w
.cdb.state.il.us and w

w
w

.isbe.net.
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